
Minutes of HHS PTSA Parent Meeting, April 8, 2019 

 

Tutoring Survey Update: 

A survey asking all 7th through 12 grade parents what subjects their kids are being tutored in and why 

the tutoring is needed will be sent out shortly. 

 

Cheating: 

Lou said there have been two incidents of cheating in recent weeks, one at FMS and one at HHS, 

involving answer keys that were “compromised.” He said he would talk to the faculty about being 

vigilant. The policy at HHS is to give any student caught cheating on a test an automatic 0, which 

“sends a big message.” Some teachers feel that is too harsh and advocate for a mutually agreed upon 

alternative consequence. 

 

Challenge Success: 

Schedule: A planned pilot of an 8:45 a.m. starting time at HHS has been put on hold because of 

logistical issues involving FMS, such as shared staff. The administrations of FMS and HHS will 

discuss having both schools adopt the later start time for the next school year. The plan calls for the 

extra help sessions offered by teachers to be both before school (8:15-8:45) and after (3-3:15). 

 

Portal: The closing of the portal during the school day so kids and parents wouldn't continuously check 

grades caused a little anxiety for some kids during the first week but has since been accepted, Lou 

reported. Some parents at the meeting reported having trouble accessing the portal during the evening 

and on weekends, and Lou said he would look into it. 

 

Vaping Assembly: 

Lou reported that the students seemed to be very attentive to an outside speaker who offered facts and 

statistics about vaping and answered their questions. “It's a serious problem,” Lou acknowledged, 

adding that staff members are patrolling the bathrooms all day long. Lou and the parents discussed the 

health effects, and how the school penalizes those found vaping (confiscation, in-school suspensions). 

 

Interviews for Staff Openings: 

Lou said a committee has interviewed “very strong candidates” to fill the band/orchestra position held 

by Mr. Jernigan, who is retiring. 

There are nine finalists from a huge pool of applicants to fill the guidance position held by Ms. 

Edwards and the school hopes to hire someone by mid-May. Ms. Edwards, who is retiring, has agreed 

to prepare the college letters for current juniors whom she advises over the summer and in September. 

 

PTSA Announcements: 

The PTSA is looking for someone to coordinate the preparation and sale of next year's PTSA calendar, 

working over the summer and early fall with a large committee that collects the dates, creates the 

design, edits and helps sell it. If interested, please contact Alison Andrew at alisonga@gmail.com. 

 

Please consider joining the PTSA executive board. There are several open positions. Contact Cynthia 

Brent at treasurer1@ptsahastings.org. 

 

SEPTA Announcements: 

SEPTA will hold a carnival on Sunday, June 2, at Hillside from noon to 3 p.m. Come help support 

programming, teacher grants and student scholarships. 

SEPTA also has openings on its board. Contact Mia Johnson at Hastings.SEPTA@gmail.com 
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